
Innervisions  
The Extraordinary Life of Stevie Wonder

Aung San Suu Kyi (5th grade) students performing with the cast of USJ’s summer AIMI program.

A STAr of HopE In HArTford

fall 2012

nEWSLETTEr   AnnuAL rEporT 2011-12

 he university of Saint  
 Joseph (uSJ) in West  
 Hartford invited the  
 Marion Anderson  
 (6th grade) class to  
participate in its Arts Integration  
and Multiple Intelligences program.    
for two weeks in July 2012, GA  
students joined 40 students from 
uSJ’s elementary, high school and 
graduate programs to rehearse with 
dance choreographer Kay Gayner of 
the national dance Institute of new 

York City.  rehearsals culminated  
in the production, Innervisions -  
The Extraordinary Life of Stevie  
Wonder - a spirited dance  
performance featuring original 
choreography, colorful costumes and 
scenery celebrating Stevie Wonder’s 
music.  Through the performance, 
students learned about Wonder’s 
social activism, the way he has used 
his art to create social change, and 
his vision of a world where people 
overcome differences to live in  

harmony.  pictured here is the  
energetic finale featuring all show 
participants on stage in uSJ’s 
Bruyette Athenaeum’s Hoffman  
Auditorium.  oscar and Emmy Award 
winner Jacques d’Amboise who 
serves as artist-in-residence at uSJ 
created the school’s arts integration 
program.  The performance is  
unmatched by other summer arts 
opportunities in combining both 
instruction and show preparation 
within a short time frame.

T
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Grace Academy’s mandatory “eleventh month” of 
schooling kicked off with a two day team building 
excursion at Winding Trails in farmington.   
Students encountered numerous obstacles on an 
exciting ropes Course, which required them to 
work as unified teams and help each other  
complete the course. Then, students explored 
the lake and streams by taking water and soil 
samples under the direction of science teachers 
and park rangers. As a reward, the students took 
a swim in dunning Lake.

Grace Academy’s summer program is designed to 
deepen and expand each students’ vision of  

themselves and the world by challenging them academically, physically, ethically, 
and socially.  The program develops leadership and teamwork skills, improves 
reading, writing, and math skills and reinforces the values of selflessness, integrity, 
discipline, and Grace Academy spirit.  GA uses the four-week summer to prepare 
8th grade students for the upcoming SSAT exam and high school applications.   
A typical summer school day includes 2 1/2 hours of English and math lessons  
followed by area trips to Ethel Walker, Hammonasett, flamig farm, Hubbard park 
(Meriden), roaring Brook (Canton), and rocky neck Beach.  for two weeks of  
summer school  students participated in the Girl Scout’s Camp Merrie-Wood where 
they took advantage of girl-focused leadership and development programs offered 
by the Girl Scouts of Connecticut. Grace Academy once again acknowledges the 
kind support of Girl Scouts of Connecticut for providing full grant funding for  
the camp experience. 

Summer Extension

The summer Ropes Course  
challenges students to explore 
their team building skills.

notre dame 
Golf Event 
Benefits 
Grace  
Academy

 
 The notre Club of   
 Greater Hartford hosted  
 their seventh annual golf 
tournament at Tunxis plantation 
Golf Club on June 22 for the benefit 
of Grace Academy.  175 notre dame 
alumni, students, and their families 
joined Grace Academy staff, students 
and friends.  Corporate sponsorships 
and numerous donations from many 
companies and individuals along with 
generous silent and live auction  
bidding generated over $43,000.  

The proceeds from the tournament 
are being used for technology, a new 
science classroom and extended-day 
enrichment activities at Grace  
Academy.  The notre dame Club of 
Greater Hartford began its  
relationship with Grace Academy 
in 2011 with a day of service at the 
school.  The notre dame Club elected 
to grow their relationship with Grace 
Academy as part of their tradition  
of serving the community through  
designated service days and  
fundraising events that benefit  
organizations and people of need.

night fall
performance artist -  
Anne Cubberly - invited  
Grace Academy’s fifth grade  
students to perform in an  
outdoor art, music and dance 
celebration called, Night Fall,  
featuring Cubberly’s signature 
giant puppets (similar to the 
Lion King puppets).  In  
September 2012, Cubberly worked with Grace Academy art teacher Jacqueline  
dunsworth to create raven costumes for each student and began designing and  
creating magnificent birds, human-sized leaves, and other life-size props.  

Night Fall was performed on Saturday, october 13 in the idyllic setting of the pond 
at Elizabeth park among the natural trees filled with their autumn leaves.  The Grace 
Academy student ravens swooped in and out of scenes among a dancing pumpkin, 
dancers dressed as giant autumn leaves, and an actor on tall stilts dressed as a tree.  
The evening’s climax, a final procession of lanterns and an 18-inch sun, symbolized  
the end of a fall season and a welcoming to the winter season to come.  Night Fall was 
the first show of its kind in Hartford – combining theater, pageantry, movement and 
music as well as a unique celebration of nature, the City’s shared history, and most  
importantly, our Hartford community.  

Aung San Suu Kyi students in their raven costumes for the  
production of Night Fall by Anne Cubberly.

 

Carl Wilkens Shares Journey  
of rwanda Genocide

on May 15, the Maria Sanchez class joined students from  
Covenant prep and St. Martin de porres to hear stories about the 
rwanda genocide as told by the only American who remained in 
the country after the genocide began.  Carl Wilkens, the former 
head of the Adventist development and relief Agency  
International in rwanda, retold the story of how he, his wife, and 
three children lived through the start of the genocide.  Wilkens 
eventually loaded his wife and children onto an American convoy 
heading to Burundi while he decided to stay in his home in 
Kigali with several friends.  Carl said he made the decision to stay 
during conversations with his wife. “Teresa and I would talk, 
because we had made a decision that I wouldn’t evacuate.  
We would pray, and I’d say, “Does this still seem right?” and 
she said, “Yes, it does.”  Carl shared his personal journey through 
those stressful times.  He explained what led up to the genocide, 
the close connections between the Hutus and Tutsis, and how 
one ethnic group demonized another ethnic group leading to the 
eventual conflict.  Wilkens gave each student a signed copy of his 
book, I’m Not Leaving.

Carl Wilkens, missionary and writer, posing with the Maria  
Sanchez (8th grade) class.

philip Lazowski’s  
Journey of faith
on May 1, Alan Lazowski, president and founder of LAZ parking, paid a 
visit to Grace Academy and spoke to the students at a Circle of Peace and 
Respect session. Alan told the girls of his humble beginnings as a uConn 
senior who, needing funds for college, took a job parking cars at a 
restaurant in downtown Hartford.  By the end of the summer, he was 
managing parking locations and employing a staff.  But the real reason 
for Alan’s visit was to recount the story of his father philip’s journey from 
Germany to the united States during the time of the Holocaust.  Alan had 
the students captivated as he retold how his father was separated from his 
family and placed in a line that would lead him to a concentration camp.  
With his future on the line, philip convinced a woman to tell the nazis that 
he was her son.  Eventually, phillip fled to the woods in poland with the 
woman and her daughter, and they hid from the nazis.  philip’s amazing 
journey is a story about faith and coincidence described in philip 
Lazowski’s book, Faith and Destiny.  Alan so enjoyed his visit with the 
Grace girls that he had his father personally sign notes to each on the jacket 
covers of his book which were then delivered to the school.

Alan Lazowwski shares his father’s  
holocaust story with students at a Circle of Peace.  
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participation in sports is a required part of GA’s program. After academics ends at 3:30 each day, the school runs a sports 
program on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  With a strong focus on good sportsmanship, team participation and skills 
development, the program offers a choice of sports – soccer, cross-country and golf in the fall.  This year, Grace significantly 
increased the number of games and matches with other local middle schools. All students are trained in the basic skills of 
each of the sports and game strategy.  Coaches get every student into game situations.  

Golf program  
Added in 2012
Thanks to Board Member John Charette,  
Grace Academy established a golf team  
this fall through the First Tee organization.   
First Tee is an international youth development 
organization that introduces the game of golf and 
its inherent values to young people.  Beginning 
in September, Megan doherty of First Tee served 
as Grace Academy’s coach.  She met with eleven 
aspiring golfers, teaching them basic skills, swing 
technique and how to be courteous and show 
respect and responsibility in golf.  doherty worked  
with team moderator Kathryn Coursey and assistant 
coaches Barry Shechtman and Bob Healey.

Megan Doherty of First Tee leading a 
“core values” session.

Athletic s

 

Soccer

Soccer team members at the 5th annual Soccer-Scrabble 
Tournament held at Suffield Academy.

Grace athletics took a big step forward 
this year at around 5:15 pm on a chilly, 
but sunny day in early october.  The 

soccer team–struggling for their first 
win ever–played their hearts out, 
coming back from a 2-0 deficit to tie 
Achievement first Middle School 2-2 at 

Keney park. “We had a few late rushes 
that could have won the game and apart 
from a few mistakes that come with 

playing, the Grace 
students outplayed 
the other team.  
They showed great 
intensity when it 
mattered,” said 
Coach Bryan Cote. 
“It’s a great group of 
kids, very coachable 
and very willing to 
apply what we teach  

      in practice.”  

Kyoe paw’s back of the net laser tied the 
game with 5 minutes to go and Jus Star, 
Thalia ortiz, doh paw and paw Ta Shu 
were dynamite, showing great hustle 

and anticipation. “But I think we would 
have lost 5-2 without Alanna in net.  
She made several great plays against 
kids twice her size,” said Kyoe paw.

Grace used the tie as momentum,  
earning their first win in sports one 
week later against Solomon Schecter 
on a goal by Thalia ortiz in the final 
minute of play. The team finished the 
soccer season 2-2-1 with the two  
victories representing the school’s first 
two wins in competitive sports.

“It was great to see smiles on kids like 
natalia and Jessica who’ve been here 
from the beginning and the challenges 
of playing hard, but coming up short. 
They couldn’t believe they had won,” 
exclaimed coach Cote.

TEACHEr  profILE

Sulva Bray

dectora Jeffers
Dectora Jeffers joined Grace Academy in 2010, the first year of 
the school’s opening.  Deckie, as she is affectionately known, 
made an immediate impression on the adults, and most 
especially on the students.  She possesses qualities of wisdom, 
warmth, compassion, and understanding that draw people to 
her like magnetic personality.  Deckie tutored girls in our first 
year.  She then opted to lead Tuesday Clubs and over the past 
two years, Deckie led: the Far Out Far East Club (insights into 
the culture, dress, food, and people of the Far East), Yearbook 
Club (creating the school’s first yearbook), and Chicken Soup 
for the Grace Academy Girl’s Soul (a creative writing club).  
Deckie is travelling abroad this year, but we caught up with  
her for this interview.

How did you first learn about Grace Academy?
When I moved to Hartford in June of 2010, I asked the secretary  
at my new church where I could sign up for steady volunteer work, 
particularly in a school. She directed me to Hands on Hartford,  
and they directed me to Grace.  I met Molly Martel (her name 
then) and Gina Bolduc and Matt fitzsimons, and that was it.

How have you 
helped GA?
I have tutored, and 
hope to again, and 
I led some clubs: 
Chicken Soup for 
the Grace Girl’s 
Soul, far out far East (China, India, Indonesia where my  
husband and I had recently traveled), and this last year I oversaw 
the production of Grace’s first yearbook.

What motivates you to serve organizations as a volunteer?
As I grew up, I began to realize – I think it was when I was in 
seventh grade – that not all people on the earth have equal gifts 
of family, stability, food, education.  That was when I began to do 
volunteer work at a very modest level.  When my husband and I 
traveled in Asia for nearly three years, we experienced amazing 
hospitality from so many people we met, from all social levels – 
and were witness to a level of poverty and need I had never stood 
in front of.  I came back to the uS very ready to do something for 

Sulva Bray joined Grace Academy in August 2010 as an  
AmeriCorps volunteer.  After completing her two year term  
of service, Sulva joined Grace Academy as a full-time member 
of the faculty.  She teaches Life and Physical science to seventh 
and eighth graders, Math to fifth graders, and is the Advisor 
to the Suu Kyi (5th) grade class.  Ms. Bray graduated from the 
University of Maine with a Bachelor of Science in Biology and 
a Minor in Mathematics in 2010.  She is currently pursuing a 
Master’s in education at CCSU.  Sulva is also an active member 
of the South Church community and will be making a mission 
trip to Haiti in February 2013.  

How did you hear about Grace?  Or Why did you choose 
to work at Grace Academy?
I came to Grace Academy as an AmeriCorps volunteer the year 
after graduating from college. Like many, I was lost as to what 
my next step should be after college. I thought that AmeriCorps 
was a natural fit since service has always been a large part of 
my life. There are numerous volunteer opportunities through 
AmeriCorps but after reading the mission statement of Grace 
Academy, along with other nativityMiguel schools, and meeting 
with Mr. fitzsimons and Mrs. Mcphee, I knew it was an organi-
zation I wanted to be a part of. The sense of community created 
by schools like GA, the chance for success provided to the stu-
dents, and the dedication to holistic education is truly remark-
able. I initially chose GA because of the message in its mission, 
and my belief in this message. I decided to continue teaching 
because I have seen how this mission has been a positive force 
in our girls’ lives and in the city of Hartford. 

What have you gained from your  
experience at GA so far?
My experience at GA has been one that I will never forget. I 
came to GA fresh out of college and very unsure of my path in 
life. I now know that education will be a huge part in my adult 
life. Here I have been allowed to grow as a teacher. not only 
did I find effective ways to create and share a lesson but I also 
had the opportunity to work with the students in times of  
difficulty. The best teaching is done when there is a positive  
relationship between teacher and student.  I truly believe this.  
If I did not have the opportunity to work with the students 
of GA so closely, I am not sure I would fully understand this 
concept.

What do you love about Grace Academy?
The kids. Every day I come to work and know that I am truly 
blessed to have the opportunity to work with each girl here. 
I have seen them grow so much over the last couple of years 
in all of GA core values. Each day I see our students strive to 
do their best, even in the hardest of times. They inspire me to 
work hard for my goals in life and continually remind me that 
laughter is the best medicine. 

What do you like most about teaching?
I love learning and being able to share that love through  
teaching. Seeing the “light bulb” come on for a student when 
they finally understand a hard topic or watching a student 
become excited about a new topic is what makes teaching 
rewarding and satisfying.

voLunTEEr  profILE
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the good of other people, preferably in 
a school or church setting, where I have 
done both professional and volunteer work 
all my life. now that I am retired, I have 
more time to give.

What do you like about GA?
I like the fact that it exists.  A downtown 
school for girls with small classes  
and incredibly caring teachers and  
administrators is like a beautiful banner 
waving in the breeze over the tops of  
skyscrapers. or to use the northstar  
image, a star shining brightly over  

Hartford, even in the daytime!  The school 
is blessed with a devoted principal,  
hard-working, caring teachers (who work 
with commitment both with each other 
and with the students), incredibly  
supportive staff and volunteers, and 
lively, bright girls who are just coming 
into their own strengths.  It’s a stimulat-
ing place to be.  What I have found par-
ticularly exciting is attending assemblies 
over the last two years.  from one year to 
the next, the confidence and talent of the 
girls have grown in leaps and bounds.  It’s  
jaw-dropping.

Do you have any suggestions for people 
who may be interested in volunteering?
As for volunteering in general, if you 
haven’t done it, you are missing an  
experience I believe we were all intended 
for; to share our talents and learn from 
one another – to contribute as well as to 
receive.  As for volunteering at Grace, be 
prepared to be challenged by the girls’ 
high level of energy, and to benefit from a 
forward motion that will carry you along 
and buoy you up. 

Continued from page 5

 

Annual report 2011 - 2012

 

dear friends,

Every day at Grace Academy offers its share of inspiration.

The hours our teachers give to the students in the classroom, cafeteria, Study Hall, and on the athletic fields is an inspiration 
to all connected with the school.  Serving alongside them are volunteers who help with tutoring, leading Club activities on 
Tuesdays, coaching, writing foundation proposals, or keeping our technology running smoothly.  We are grateful to our parent 
community who entrust their daughters to us, give their time to help maintain our beautiful facilities, and support our teachers.  
faculty, staff, volunteers and the families of our students are an inspiration to us in this mission to serve the whole student.  

Grace Academy’s donors inspire us, too.  Your continued support is especially meaningful in these times of economic  
uncertainty.  our school remains tuition-free, so your gifts make possible everything we do.  Thanks to your tremendous  
generosity, we begin our third year on a sound financial footing.

This Annual report gives you a look inside the school, and we hope it inspires you.  You will learn about Grace Academy’s 
teachers and volunteers, our partners, and the wonderful people who support our school financially, with pro bono  
services, or valuable in-kind gifts.  

We feel blessed – and tremendously inspired.   
With gratitude,

Matt Fitzsimons
Matthew o’n. fitzsimons
Head of School

dear friends of Grace Academy,

2011-12 was another amazing year for Grace Academy in regard to both the vitality and life of the school and  
the support of our sponsors, friends, businesses and foundations.  I am struck by all that Grace Academy has  
accomplished in its second year of existence.  I am very proud – and deeply grateful – to report on the outpouring of  
support from volunteers, donations of in-kind gifts and services, and financial support that gives us the strength to deliver  
quality educational programs to the students we feel privileged to serve.  

This past year, we added a part-time, state certified teacher for seventh grade English and three full-time nd AmeriCorps  
teachers.  Thanks to the generosity of one foundation and one donor, we integrated ipads and Kindle fires into the classroom.  
Grace Academy, in partnership with its many collaborators, enhanced classroom instruction, Tuesday “Clubs,” and  
Saturday field trip experiences with professionals from the theater, photography, dance, sculpture, and the arts and culture.  
The coaches also added more competitive game experiences that helped broaden the students’ understanding of the games 
they play and what it’s like to compete. 

This annual report highlights the growing support which makes possible these important programs and staffing improvements.  
for making these things possible, I thank you most of all.  Your commitment helps fulfill our mission to serve the underserved 
population of girls from Hartford.  on behalf of the school, I want to thank you for your support and ask that you keep us in  
your prayers.  God bless you and your family.

With deepest gratitude,

Wendy Allerton
Wendy Allerton
Chair, Grace Academy Board of Directors

financial Summary July 1, 2011 - June 30, 2012

Income 2011-2012
foundations     $193,423
Businesses/organizations/Corporations  $208,493
Individual Contributions    $285,557
Golf Event & Auction    $  41,166
family fees     $    4,032
parent Council     $    4,769
federal Title Money    $    4,988
Government     $           0
Total Income              $742,428

 
In-Kind Gifts    $32,833
Contributed Services   $63,615
With In-Kind Gifts & Services         $823,356

Expenses 2011-2012
payroll & Benefits        $230,352
development     $ 17,991
facilities & Maintenance     $44,468
Administration     $21,326
Academic/Extra Curricular programs     $38,729
Total Expenses   $386,134
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*These figures reflect the un-audited financial statements of Grace Academy for the one year period of July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012.

$230,352$44,468

$38,729

$21,326

$17,991

In 2011-12, Grace Academy served 42 students in grades 5-7, all from economically disadvantaged 
backgrounds. A Grace Academy education is based on individualized attention and essential  
skill-building, and we provide students with far-reaching webs of support.  We require 10 hour 
school days, small classes and tutoring. We serve breakfast and snacks daily, and two hot meals  
per week.  We offer interscholastic sports, enrichment activities on Tuesdays, and expeditionary 
learning experiences on Saturdays. We provide all grade levels with high quality programming 
eleven months a year, keeping students learning, engaged and safe.  We do everything in our power 
to ensure that each child we serve succeeds in school and life.
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We would like to thank everyone who has shared in the ministry of Grace Academy by  
supporting the school financially, donating in-kind gifts, and volunteering hours of service in 
support of our students’ education. Every effort has been made to accurately list all Grace  
Academy contributors and volunteers for the period of July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012.  
We apologize for any omissions or errors. please contact the school 860.263.7535 so we may 
post the best version on our website.

donors  
2011-2012
Amazing Grace  
($20,000+)
Anonymous (3)
The Hartford financial Services Group, Inc.
Marjorie E. Morrissey

Full of Grace  
($10,000-$19,999)
J. Walton Bissell foundation
Cherish the Children
Mr. & Mrs. paul r. Cusson 
desknet, Inc.
richard, Kate & Mary duke
George Link Jr. Charitable Trust
Eric & Amy McAllister
Liam & Lori McGee
Quad/Graphics
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas o. ryder
Sisters of notre dame de namur 

Saving Grace  
($5,000-$9,999)
Aurora foundation for Women & Girls
Bracewell & Giuliani LLp
Thomas and Agnes Carvel foundation
robert fiondella
The fund for Greater Hartford
Ashley & Chip Gengras
Ellen Jeanne Goldfarb Memorial Charitable Trust
Hartford foundation for public Giving
Ted & Tracy McCourtney
vince and Linda McMahon family foundation
Scott & Lindsey Mcphee
William & Alice Mortensen foundation
pratt & Whitney
The reynolds Charitable foundation
Sisters of Mercy northeast Community, Inc.
Wells fargo Advisors, LLC
 

Bountiful Grace  
($1,000-$4,999)
Adams & Knight Inc.
Theresa & ricardo Anzaldua
Ms. Sandra Bender-fromson
Bouvier, Beckwith & Lennox, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Charette
Ms. JoAnn M. Corcoran
Mr. & Mrs. William depasquale
George & Tracy fischer
E. Michael fitzsimons
Eileen McA. fitzsimons
Matthew & Sarah fitzsimons
Mr. James f. flaherty, III
Mr. & Mrs. E. Clayton Gengras
Sonia Caus Gleason & david Gleason
Ms. Gail Gottehrer
Ms. vivian Lee-Ann Harris
Mr. & Mrs. raymond T. Keane
Molly Knorr & Mark drusedum
Mr. & Mrs. William Korchak
Loomis Chaffee School
Jim & Beth Malley
Ms. Joan M. Martin
James & Erin Matino
Mr. & Mrs. Christian McCourtney
Mr. & Mrs. Ted McCourtney, Jr.
 Julie Mcneill
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Mcphee
Ashley & richard Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Adnaan Muslim
John & Sara Musto family
people’s united Community foundation
Mary Lou ruch
Mr. & Mrs. Walter H. russell
Thomas M. Sliney
Soroptimist Int’l of farmington valley
Ms. Wendy J. Wilson
Elease & dana Wright
Ms. Sue Yankus

Graceful  
($500-$999)
Mr. Buckley McAllister 
Lucien & Gina Bolduc
Avery & Eileen Buell
Mr. & Mrs. Michael G. Considine
Bryan & Janine Cote
Martin J. Coursey
CpCu - CT Chapter/Good Works Committee
robert fiondella
Mrs. M. frances d’Amico
Linda darcy
Lawren & ray didonna
dKWilson Associates
Gengras Motor Cars, Inc
Elena Gostic
daniel & Karen Head
Mr. Brion S. Johnson 
Kahan, Kerensky and Capossela

Mr. & Mrs. patrick A. Klingman
Suzanne & Michael Levy
Mr. & Mrs. John Livingstone
Jessica & raymond Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Luis A. Martinez, Jr.
Mayor Mike’s foundation for Kids
Mary & neill McAllister
Mr. & Mrs. James M. McManus
Mr. david Megaw
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Moyna
Mr. Matthew Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. John f. Muska
Mr. Stephen pedneault
Mr. & Mrs. Jack H. Quinn, Jr.
The russell Hall Co.
Solidus, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. James Shea
Ms. denise Trochessett

Thankful Grace
(<$500)
Anonymous
Karen Alcorn
Sharon & Skip Alleman
Hilary Budlong Allen
Wendy & Tim Allerton
John Alves
Andre furniture Industries, LLC
Andrew G. Baldassarre
Ellen W. Banks
david M. Barry, Jr.
Sarah J. Barzee, pH.d.
Brien Beakey
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Bell
dennis Berti
Mr. & Mrs. dennis Bisgaard
Mrs. Eleanor W. Blake
Mr. & Mrs. Edward r. Bonanno
david Borausky
Mr. & Mrs. robert r. Bouvier
John W. Bracker
deborah Brennan
richard J. Burness
Kathleen A. Butler, ph.d.
Anthony d. Camilliere
Mary E. Carangelo
Cara L. Cardello
Catherine Carlisi
Kate Casey
pamela Churchill
peppercorn’s Grill
Jerome f. Clapis
Caitlin Clarke
Elizabeth L. Cocola
Emily Cole-Chu
Thomas J. Collimore
John M. Collins
Mr. & Mrs. david Cooney
Barbara Corey
Hermann Cortes-Barrios
Anne Cubberly

robin M. Cumella
Marialice Curran
Barbara Wyman Curtis
Kate d’Addabbo
frederick f. dalton
Mrs. M. frances d’Amico
daughters of the Holy Spirit
denise defiebre & Scott Smith
Mr. Gerald A. del piano
diana delucia
Mr. Marc A. diBella
Luis f. diez Morales, Md
Ms. Cynthia Louise dodd
William J. downey
Mr. dan doyle
Mary patricia dunbar
Carol dupuis
Ms. Joy fausey
Christoph T. feddersen
Barry feldman
Catherine flynn
Amy Corbett funk
Mr. & Mrs. John Gale
Jane v. Gallagher
Garston Sign Supply, Inc.
Ms. Iris Giamo
Colin Homer Gillespie
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Gleason
robert A. Goldschmidt
frank Gorman
Betty Ann Grady
Gloria Grafer
Catherine Grandahl
Arnold Greenberg
Mr. & Mrs. r. nelson Griebel
Mrs. patrice Guiney
daniel L. Gysling
Leslie Hammond
Michele Harris
vincent C. Hartley
The Heath Consultants Group, LLC
Ernest H. Hintz
Theodore J. Horan
Jon Huber
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher J. Hug
Christopher r. Johnson
Mrs. Margaret M. Keeley
david M. Klein
Kathy Kraczkowsky
Thomas A. Krug
notre dame Mission volunteers
paul T. & Jean. S. Lahr
Sheila Lamenzo
Janice p. Leary, ph.d.
paddi LeShane
John Lomba
frank C. Lord
Elaine Ludwig
patricia reardon Maciag
Jane Macy painter
nancy Maglio
Betsy L. Maguire
Maryellen Manning
Molly Martel-Stewart
Jennifer Martin
david & Heather Maynard
Sr. patricia McCarthy, Cnd
rose McGloughlin
Michael McGoldrick
Gloria McLean
david Megaw
Carl A. Merz

Toby Milner
neil G. Mitchell, Jr.
John Monagan
virginia Moran
Sean Moylan
James S. needham
new York province of the Society of Jesus
Elizabeth normen
Carolyn J. norris
Geoffery S. oblak
Stephen M. o’Brien
Bernard W. odoy
Alexander Tovar olortegui
William v. o’Meara
nathaniel d. otis
Kathleen oyanadel
dr. robert painter
papa T’s
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony parrotta
Marnie paulus
Brooke penders
Ms. Susan peters
Mr. & Mrs. robert W. petit
Mr. david price
providence College
Kathleen Querfeld
Mr. & Mrs. daniel p. Quigley
renbrook School
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew ritter
Jessica rodriguez
Mr. & Mrs. William H. rogoff, Jr.
deborah ross
rosalie roth
Sacred Heart Academy
Anne percy Sargent
Tracy Scala
Carole A. Schloss
John M. Schutty
richard Seidman
Mr. & Mrs. pat Settembrino
Sullivan & LeShane
Mary Sherwin & Hank Murray
Charles J. Shimkus, Jr.
Michael Siggia

frederick L. Simon
Mr. & Mrs. philip W. Simplicio
paulist Center
Steven d. Smith
Gail Stafford
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Steinle
Mr. & Mrs. david B. Stevenson
Margaret H. Sullivan
Ann Swanson
Lisa Tanen- La fontaine
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Taylor, III
Mr. & Mrs. donald E. Townswick
university of Hartford
virginia van dyk
Stephen vultaggio
Mr. & Mrs. philip S. Walker
Maura Walsh-o’Brien
Mr. & Mrs. ronald T. Ward
Mr. & Mrs. donald E. Wasik
Laura Watterson
Elizabeth Clarke Wehner
Marguerite Weinberg
Sandy Welch
Wendy Wemple 
Westminster School
Mr. & Mrs. John H.p. Wheat
Martin J. White
Katherine M. Whitney
Will K. Wilkins
robin Zaleski

“Let no one have contempt for 
your youth, but set an example… 
in your speech, conduct, love, 
faith, and purity…do not neglect 
the gifts that have been given  
to you, but be diligent in these  
matters so that your growth may 
be evident to everyone.”

“Knowledge is power. Information  
is liberating. Education is the  
premise of  progress, in every  
society, in every family.” 

— KofI AnnAn,  
7TH SECrETArY-GEnErAL of THE unITEd nATIonS       —TIMoTHY 4:12-15
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The Guiding Star Student Sponsorship program provides
more than just an opportunity to give to a worthy cause;
it offers a personal connection to our students who grow
in many ways due to the generosity of the sponsor. By  
sponsoring a student you are providing the gift of
education, of friendship and of hope.

The Gift of Education
Your tax-deductible gift of $5,000 to Grace Academy will  
provide an annual sponsorship for one student. This is
the most powerful gift a young girl can receive, given the  
long-term impact it will have over her lifetime. Sponsors can 
be individuals, families, groups of friends or co-workers or 
any group that is interested in coming together to contribute 
directly to the education of one of our students.

The Gift of Friendship
As a Guiding Star Sponsor, you will be introduced to one of 
our students via a letter. You will receive letters throughout
the academic year from your student telling you of the  
progress she is making, as well as her challenges or general 
life experiences at school. We want you to feel connected to 
your student and her to you. This connection will foster the 
development of character and maturity in your student who 

will recognize that someone cares and believes in her. There 
will also be opportunities for the sponsors and students to 
come together at school sponsored events. If you visit the
school, you will be welcomed by your student and, if possible, 
she will spend some time with you and help show you what 
life is like at Grace Academy.

The Gift of Hope
Grace Academy’s objective is to reach children from the  
lowest income neighborhoods of Hartford and help them 
achieve success through education. A Guiding Star Student 
Sponsor generously donates a gift of $5,000 or more to  
support the education of the student he/she sponsors. By 
sponsoring a student, you will make a difference in her life. 
Your support will provide your student with hope and the 
expectation that she can succeed. regardless of race, religion 
or background, every student can achieve, and your gift will 
provide her with the opportunity that she truly deserves.  
We invite you to be a part of the mission of our unique 
school with your generous contribution.

Become a Guiding Star  
by Sponsoring a Student’s Education

Contact our Development Office to learn more about  
becoming a Sponsor (860) 263-7535. Grace Academy is a 
501(c)3 not-for-profit organization.

Gifts In-Kind  
2011-2012
Full of Grace 
($10,000-$19,999)
McGraw-Hill (virginia Moran)
Microsoft (Jon Huber) 

Saving Grace
($5,000-$9,999)
Mercik & Bolduc, LLC
 
Bountiful Grace
($1,000-$4,999)
Ms. Maureen feste
Ms. Suzanne Levy
The phoenix Companies
pricewaterhouseCoopers, LLp 
 
Graceful
($500-$999)
frank Corda
Jackson Lewis, LLp (Jim Shea)
Mechelle A. & Alex Tovar olórtegui 
Yarde Metals

Thankful Grace
(<$500)
Aetna, Inc.
Skip & Sharon Alleman
Carl & Barbara Basdeo
Caroline Benoit
Gary Blase
Bowtie Cinemas (Chris devaux)
dorien Boonvanostade
patricia r. Clarke
Linda darcy
Trevor dayton
East Catholic High School
Hands on Hartford
Carol Gould
Alan B. Lazowsky
Jen Martin
david & Heather Maynard
Julie Mcneill
Lindsey Mcphee
Laurel Mills
Miss porter’s School
virginia Moran
Carrie Morris
Marjorie E. Morrissey
Bob newbold
Carolyn & Allison norris
Kathleen oyanadel
pME Enterprises
Beth polio
Mary Sherwin
Carmen Sierra
ruth Simons
Solidus, Inc.
Subway (Larry Wilder)
Linda Terry
uConn students &
prof. Sulin Ba

Board of directors  
2011-2012
Wendy Allerton
John Charette
Sr. Mary rose Crowley, Sndden
Marialice Curran, phd
Sarah Lahr fitzsimons
Ashley Gengras
Sonia Caus Gleason
Elena Gostic
Lindsey Mcphee 
Thea Montanez
virginia “Gigi” Moran
Marjorie “Marge” Morrissey
renee Soderberg
Janel Simpson
James Shea
Thomas Sliney
Carmen Sierra

faculty & Staff
Gina Bolduc
Sulva Bray
Caitlin Clarke
Kathryn Coursey
Megan drusedum
Matthew o’n. fitzsimons
Sarah fitzsimons
Brandon forrester
Matthew fox
Joseph Guillen
Lauren House
Sr. Janice E. Kidney
Aaron Krerowicz
Colleen Krmpotich
Heather Maynard
Lindsey Mcphee
Kathryn-Ann o’Brien
Molly Martel-Stewart
Gayle Young

volunteer Staff
Theresa Anzaldua, Admin./Legal
Andriena Baldwin-Thomas, Girl Scouts Club
diane Beckerman, Library
Haleigh Beckerman, Admin./Library
Leonda Boatang, Teacher-Student Coordinator
Jocelyn Bolduc, Office
dorien Boonvanostade, Martial Arts/Cooking Club 
Jeanika Browne-Springer, Dance Club
rebekah Cholawa, Website
Bryan Cote, Coach
Janine Cote, Teacher
Barbara Curtis, Tutor
Sr. Joan d’Amato, Tutor
Jeremy deCarli, Office
Sushama dhakite, Library
Sr. Linette doucette, Tutor
Maida dura, Yoga Club
dawn Eagles, Library
East Catholic students, music, tutors, retreat
Shannon fabiano, Tutor
Jennifer fariello, Math
Sarah fitzsimons, Instructional Coach
Sr. Mary friel, Tutor
Ashley Gengras, Counselor
Sr. Marie Gertrude, Tutor
Christianna Gilbert, Office
Carol Gould, Cooking Club
daryl Harford, Office
Sheila Hodges, Music Teacher
Heather Hoffman, Counselor
darci Hughes, Tutor
Gail Hughes, Tutor
Tricia Hyacinth, Hands on Hartford
Katie Ives, Guitar instruction
dectora Jeffers, Far Out Far East Club/Yearbook 
Sr. Barbara- Jean Kubik, AmeriCorps
Loomis Chafee students, music lessons, tutors, sports
Stacey Lopez, Club
Beth Malley, development, Journalism, Needle Work
Karmela Malone, Public Speaking Club
Marlo Marrero
Kathleen McKeever, Library
Lori McGee, Three G’s!
Eileen McGuinness, Office
Gjyl Mustafa, Tutor
Chelsea neville, Girl Scouts
Carolyn norris, Grad. Support
nW Catholic students, service project
Bridget oei, Clubs
Kathleen oyanadel, Martial Arts Club/Cooking Club
Elizabeth parada 
Miss porter’s students, music lessons, tutors, sports 
Sev pratt, Digital Photography
Elizabeth rudman, Library
Shreya Sharma, Library
Tracy Smith, Development
Gail Stafford, Tutor
Sr. Annmarie Strileckis, Advocate
Linda Terry, Cooking Club
L. Kay Wilson, J.d., Event M.C.
rahsaan Yearwood, Tutor
darragh Young, Development
Karen Zwick, Office



277 Main Street  • Hartford, CT 06106

Ticket Summit provides funds for ipads
five members of  
Ticketnetwork joined 
Grace Academy’s daily 
Circle of Peace  
assembly on october 
3, 2012 to present the 
school with a $6,000 
check to finance fifteen 
ipads.  “Ticket Summit 
(a division of Ticketnet-
work) is pleased to be 
contributing to Grace 
Academy’s technology 
endeavors,” said  
dr. Molly A. Mérez,  
Executive Director, Ticket Summit. Merez and three other  
members of Ticketnetwork presented a six-foot check to Matt 
fitzsimons with many students who willingly volunteered to  
hold the big check.  In presenting the check, Mérez, said,  
“Integrating technology in the classroom not only enriches the 
overall learning experience, but also helps students stay on  
the forefront of what is happening in the world around them. 
Grace Academy’s mission to provide exceptional educational 
opportunities to girls from families of limited economic means 

is commendable, and 
we are honored to be 
contributing to such a 
worthy endeavor.”

Matthew fitzsimons, 
Head of School,  
expressed his gratitude 
for the generosity of  
the people of Ticket  
Summit. “Ticket  
Summit’s management 
team has shown an 
interest in our school 
since 2011.  They are 

committed to technological innovation and their investment 
in Grace Academy’s mission to educate urban, middle school 
girls through the power of the ipad demonstrates that  
commitment. our students will now have the opportunity to 
participate in hands-on, inquiry-based learning that will  
develop lasting skills leading to higher levels of student 
achievement. Grace Academy, Hartford, and, indeed,  
Connecticut is blessed to have a company like Ticket Summit 
investing in the growth of Connecticut’s young people.”

Leaders of TicketNetwork present 6’ check to GA students for iPads.


