Eighth graders gather with the GSP volunteers at the annual Graduate Support Program Luncheon in June

The Graduate Support Program (GSP) is one
of the distinguishing characteristics of the
overall program at GraceAcademy. Our goal
is to help graduates complete high school
and continue their education in college.
This year, Gina Bolduc and her team of
volunteers worked with each of the 13
students in the Aung San Suu Kyi Class of
2016 to place them into private schools.
The GSP team assists each student and her
parent(s) with applications, essays, rides
to campuses for interviews and shadow
days, moral support and more. For the
second consecutive year, admissions officers at Miss Porter’s School visited Grace
Academy to role play and prepare graduates for their high school interviews. The
results were impressive. This year, all 13
students were admitted to private schools.
One student will attend Concord Academy in Massachusetts on a full scholarship. This is the first time a graduate will
attend a boarding school outside the state
of Connecticut, breaking new ground for
others to follow. Two other notable placements are a graduate who will attend
East Catholic on a full-scholarship and
another student will be the first to attend
The Master’s School in West Simsbury.
This year, five girls will attend Northwest
Catholic and three will enter East Catholic high school (see right side article for more
information on High School Placements).

Tracy Smith has been monitoring and supporting each high school student and she has
organized college tours for our high school
juniors to such colleges as Connecticut College, Holy Cross, Assumption, Worcester
Polytechnic Institute, University of St. Joseph, Eastern State University and others.
Parents and students are grateful to Grace
Academy for the time and energy the GSP
team devotes to them. In her speech at
graduation, Shir-val Williams (who will
attend Northwest Catholic) said of Miss
Gina and the GSP team, “Without your
help, we would not have been able to get
into amazing schools. …thank you Ms.
Gina and Ms. Hanniford for supporting
us and believing that we could reach our
goals and dreams.” The process is time
intensive and can be stressful for the students. Yet, the volunteers who are assigned
an individual eighth grade student work
diligently with each girl throughout the
year to provide positive reinforcement and
a compassionate ear that gives the girls
strength to follow-through. Shir-val said,
“We are grateful to all the women who
volunteered countless hours as they sat
by our side pushing us and encouraging
us through all the applications and essays.
We wouldn’t be here and going to amazing
schools if it weren’t for all the hard work
that you put in to make sure that we were
ready to attend high school. Thank you
once again, we love and we will miss you.”

Swooooosh!!! Gooooooooooal!
These were very familiar sounds to the Grace
Academy soccer and basketball teams this
year, the first in the 6-year history of the
school that both squads qualified for the
Hartford Middle School League playoffs.
The soccer team finished above .500 and
made it to the first round of playoffs against
Classical Middle School. Down 4 to 1 at the
half, the team battled back and nearly tied
it in the last three minutes when 7th grader, Paw Shee, hit the post twice on crosses.
At 5 to 4, with nearly 60 seconds left, alumni and families cheering, the referee called
the game due to darkness. “With more
light, Grace would’ve tied that game up,”
the referee said. “The end result wasn’t
the outcome we all desired, but the team
had a tremendous season,” said Coach
Bryan Cote, who remembers the first few
seasons in 2010 and 2011 when the team
failed to win a single game. “The team has
a lot of character - they have this uncanny
ability to come back against talented teams
against great odds - it’s what we love
about this team.” Classical Middle School
went on to win the league championship.
The basketball team also made it to the
first round of playoffs this year, notching

several wins in the regular season, under
head coach Shantel Hanniford, a former
Trinity College basketball standout. “We
were the last seed in the league which
meant that we had to play the number
one seed - I’d say gearing up for that game
was one of the biggest challenges of the
season because we had nothing to compare it to,” Hanniford said. “We were in
many close games throughout the season
and were pushed beyond our limits, but
nothing compared to playing against the
top team in the league.” Grace fought hard
the entire game and challenged the other
team to work for their victory. Overall, the
basketball team this season won more
games than ever.
Our sports program at Grace Academy is
unique. Every student is required to participate in a sport. This year we offered one
competitive sport each season while the
other students rotated between various different sports. The Grace Academy teachers
serve as coaches to ensure that all students
are engaged in a sport. During each season
there is a culminating activity such as 5k
race, Hartford Marathon Fitkids, or the Faculty vs. Student game. Every year our sports
program grows more and more and our
kids have a bright future ahead of them!

The following is a list of schools each member
of the Aung San Suu Kyi will be attending:
Nyay Nyay A.

Northwest Catholic

Shayland C.

Northwest Catholic

Janelle D.

East Catholic

Paw Say H.

East Catholic

Heavyhn K.

Northwest Catholic

Mu Kue

Nothwest Catholic

Sabrina L.

Law & Government Academy

Tianna P.

The Master’s School

Ashanti R.

Journalism & Media Academy

Sierra S.

East Catholic

Abigail S.

Concord Academy

Dayanara V.

Northwest Catholic

Shir-val W.

Northwest Catholic

Grace Academy students entering the
5th grade were significantly below the
national average. These same students,
this year’s 8th grade, outperformed
68% of eighth grade students nationwide in combined Math, Reading, and
Language.

